INSIGHT
Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire Newsletter

What’s New at the BLC?
HIIT it with Shaz @ the BLC
The popular FIT MUMS program has been expanded to meet the needs of our growing community. The
newly renamed “HIIT IT with Shaz” is a dynamic fitness program now open to anyone who wants to get fit,
lose weight and train with other like-minded people in a fun and motivating environment. You do not need
to be a mum to come along! A free babies and toddler program is included so there is no need for
childcare.

Queen’s Baton Relay ~
A Fantastic Community
Event
St Brigids school choir performing ‘Country Roads’

HIIT offers High Intensity Interval Training in a group setting using battle ropes, hand weights and a crosscircuit course. BLC Instructor Shaz is high energy, extremely motivating and believes fitness should be fun as
well as challenging. As the colder weather approaches, why not start your fitness regime and HIIT IT with
Shaz every Tuesday and Thursday 9:15am – 10:15am. Call today for more information, 9761 2966.
2017-18 Pool Season Closing
What a summer it has been! The Bridgetown Leisure Centre has had a fantastic season with over 19,000
admissions to the pool since November 2017, that’s almost 4,000 people per month!
The BLC Aquatic Complex will be closing for the season from 6.00pm Sunday 22nd April and re-opening
Saturday 3rd November 2018. The BLC Aquatic team would like to thank all members and visitors for their
continued support and look forward to seeing you again next summer.
13th

Freaky Friday – Roller Disco - Friday April
- 5.30pm – 8.30pm
Friday 13th is a well-known date in the calendar with many believing in scary and superstitious tales. So
getting in the theme of all things scary join the team at the BLC on Friday 13th April for their Freaky Friday
Roller Disco!!
Don’t let superstition keep you indoors. Come wearing your scariest & freakiest costumes. Glowsticks will be
on sale as well as prize giveaways throughout the evening! Come on down for some hair-raising fun!

$5.15 Admission / $5.15 Blade Rental (or BYO skates/blades)

O n F ri da y 23 F eb r u ar y ,
Bridgetown was privileged to be
a host community for the
Queen’s Baton Relay for the
upcoming 2018 Gold Coast
Commonwealth Games.
After a short ceremony at
Bridgetown Primary School the
Baton Relay passed through the
town, including a short shop at
Bridgetown High School before
ending at Memorial Park.
Baton bearers were Sinead
Jameson, Nicole Napier, Jodi
Nield, Margie Ward, Di Hollett,
Graeme Campbell, Paula Reid,
Mark Regan, Neil Hornby, Jennie
Linto and our current Citizen of
the Year, Leonie Eastcott who
made h er way th rough

Memorial Park to be greeted by
a cheering crowd.
Blessed with perfect weather, a
fantastic community event
ensued.
After
formally
welcoming the arrival of the
Baton in Bridgetown and
celebrating our Baton Bearers,
the event continued with some
incredible speeches and
performances by the students of
Bridget own High Sch ool ,
Bridgetown Primary School, St
Brigids Primary School and
Boyup Brook High School.

A service was held at Memorial Park
at the end of last month for
Roadwise’s ‘Blessing of the Roads’
for the Easter holiday period, and for
the upcoming April School Holiday
break. I urge people to take extra
care and stay safe during this break
with the addi&onal traﬃc on the
roads.
The ‘150 Year’ celebra&ons are in full
swing and saw a fantas&c turnout
for the Blackwood Rhapsody held at
the end of February. A programme
of ‘150 Year’ events is included in
this issue of the Insight, and events
will also be adver&sed via the Shire’s
Facebook page and website and on
the
Visitor
Centre
website
www.bridgetown.com.au.
A0er a par&cularly dry summer and
the extension of the Prohibited
Burning period, we are now into the
Restricted Burning period un&l April
26 - permits are required for any
burning, including camp ﬁres, up to
this date. Please contact your Fire
Control
Oﬃcer
for
further
informa&on.

We ext en d our si n cere
appreciation to everyone who
participated and came
together to make it such a
brilliant morning.
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ANZAC Day – 25 April
ANZAC Day services will be held at Greenbushes and
Bridgetown with times as follows:
6.00am – Greenbushes
10.00am – Bridgetown

SHUTTLE BUS TRIAL COMPLETION
The Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shuttle Bus
trial has come to an end. Thank you to all
the passengers who participated in the trial.

INTRODUCING…
PEOPLE & PLACES
The Archie and Landscape exhibitions are
back for 2018…. and we’ve had the restorers
in to bring them back to their former glory!
Originally conceived as Faces & Places more
than 20 years ago, Bridgetown’s favourite art
exhibition has always featured artworks
highlighting local landmarks and identities.
In recent years the exhibition was split in
two—the Archies and the Landscape. In
2018, Bridgetown’s 150th anniversary year
sees the return of a combined exhibition,
People & Places. While the theme and
subjects of People & Places pay homage to
Bridgetown’s
heritage
and
historical
character, there is nothing old-fashioned
about the exhibits on show.
People & Places attracts the best artists of
the region to celebrate, with residents and
visitors alike, the things that make Bridgetown
so special—the People & Places.
An entry form, including conditions of entry,
has been included on page 7. If you plan to
enter more than one piece, hard copy entry
forms are available at Shire administration,
Pip’s Pottery, Attic & Fable, the Bridgetown
CRC and at other locations around
Bridgetown and Greenbushes.
Stay tuned for information on the gala
opening night for Bridgetown’s People &
Places on Friday 8 June.
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Greenbushes Service
People participating in the March are requested to
assemble opposite the Greenbushes RSL Hall by no
later than 5.45am. The parade will commence
marching to the Cenotaph at 5.50am. Parking will be
available behind the shops and on Telluride Street
behind the school. A gunfire breakfast will be held at
the Greenbushes Hall at the conclusion of the service
for a gold coin donation.
Bridgetown Service
People participating in the March are requested to
assemble in the Post Office carpark by no later than
9.30am. The parade will commence marching to the
Cenotaph at 9.45am. Brunch will be provided by
Bridgetown Red Cross in the Lesser Hall at the
conclusion of the service.

International Fire Fighters Day
Memorial Service
In recognition of International Fire Fighters Day, the Shire
will host a Memorial Service on Friday, 4 May 2018 at the
Bridgetown Bush Fire Service Headquarters (Les Woodhead Avenue, adjoining the trotting track and football
oval) to remember those fire fighters who have made
the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
The service, which will commence at 9.30am, is open to
all emergency service agencies personnel and their
families and members of the Bridgetown-Greenbushes
community.
For further information please contact Chris Sousa on
0428 611 125.

Find us on Facebook
https://
www.facebook.com/
bridgetowngreenbushe
sshire/

Is Your Dog
Microchipped?
The Dog Act 1976 provides
that on and after 1
November 2015, the owner
of a dog that has reached
three months of age must
ensure that the dog is
microchipped.
How do I get my dog microchipped?
A veterinarian (vet), veterinarian nurse or
a person with the relevant qualifications
from a registered training provider is able
to implant a microchip in your dog.
To find out how you can arrange for your
dog to be microchipped, contact your
regular vet or local government to
obtain information on where you can
take your dog to be microchipped.
My dog is old and unwell, is it still
required to be microchipped?
A dog is exempt from the microchipping
requirement if a vet issues a certificate
stating that the implantation of a
microchip in the dog may adversely
affect the health and welfare of the
dog. Such a certificate cannot apply in
respect of a dog that is under three
months of age.
When will I be required to prove my dog
is microchipped?
When you re-register your dog, you will
be required to provide proof that the
dog has been microchipped by
providing the local government with the
microchip number.
How will microchipping my dog assist
me?
If you lose your microchipped dog, it will
make it easier for you both to be
reunited. The dog’s microchip can be
scanned by the ranger or a vet, which
will reveal the owner’s contact details.
If your dog is impounded and it is
discovered that it has not been
microchipped, you may be liable for a
fine. So it is in your best interests to ensure
your dog is microchipped.
What happens if I do not get my dog
microchipped?
A person who fails to ensure their dog is
microchipped on and after 1 November
2015 is liable for a fine of up to $5,000.
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Between the Lines

at your library

"MISS LILY'S FABULOUS PINK FEATHER BOA" AT BRIDGETOWN LIBRARY
The Library will host a free children’s concert on Thursday 26 April
Presented by the Bridgetown Chamber Festival, a string quartet and
narrator will present this story by Margaret Wild to music by Quentin
Grant. This is the second time a children’s concert has been held in
the library, previously hosting Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf.
Date: Thursday 26th April
Time: 2.30pm
Bookings are essential due to limited space availability. To register
your interest contact the Library on 9761 2503 or email
library@bridgetown.wa.gov.au
LIMITED LIBRARY SERVICES ON THURSDAY 26 APRIL
Patrons are informed that limited library services will be available on
26th April while staff and performers prepare for the Bridgetown
Chamber Festival Children’s Concert. Returned items will be
accepted but due to the moving of shelving, borrowing of items
may not be possible. Use of the library computer will be available
until 1pm. From 1pm to 5pm the library services will be curtailed for
the performance. At the conclusion of the concert, shelving will be
restored to normal positions as soon as possible and the library will reopen for borrowing and normal
evening use by 5.00pm.

Celebration of Volunteers
Wednesday 23 May ~ 6pm to 8pm
Lesser Hall, Bridgetown
We appreciate the outstanding contributions Volunteers make to organisations
and the community as a whole through their generous donations of time,
energy and resources and hope you will join us for a light supper,
drinks and networking with other Volunteers

Special guest entertainment ~ Local talent ‘Mary Myfanwy’

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
Holiday craft activities will once again be held during the school holidays. Check the website, newsletters
and handouts for details of specific sessions.
REGULAR GROUPS MEETING IN THE LIBRARY
New members are welcome to the below groups.
Canasta/Samba Card Group – meet every Monday at 1.15pm for an afternoon of playing cards. No
experience necessary, pick up the game as you play.
Book Club meets on the third Thursday of each month at 1pm-2.30pm. Books are hired from Book Talk and
there is a charge of $10.30 per month to cover the hiring and postage costs.
Pen & Publish – writing group meets every second week on Thursdays 10am-12pm. Ring Sarah Evans 0427
564 649 for details.
Coder Dojo – coding club for kids. The high school aged group meets in the library every second
Wednesday at 3.15pm. Fun, social and inclusive. No experience required. Contact the library for future
meeting dates.
Stamp Club – meets on the first Thursday of the month from 4pm – 7pm.
If you have a group that would like to use the library as a meeting place, contact the library staff for
bookings. The meeting rooms are only available during library opening hours.

Is Your Dog or Cat Registered?
Residents are reminded that dog and cat registrations were due on 1
November last year. There are 3 payment categories – “1 Year”; “3
Years” or “Lifetime” with concessions being available for eligible
Pensioners.
It would be appreciated if pet owners could advise the Shire office of
when their registered dog or cat is deceased to enable the Shire’s
records to be updated. For further information on registering your dog
or cat please speak to one of our helpful Customer Services Officers.
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Sustainability Advisory Committee
Sustainability, is it a myth?
We cannot achieve environmental sustainability while continuing to:
degrade the environment;
change the climate;
over consume;
over populate; and
pursue unlimited economic growth when we live in a limited system called earth. If we continue doing
these we will run out of something which may then trigger a massive collapse of our current life support
systems. Look at the current water problems in Cape Town, Phoenix, and Las Vegas.
Sustainability in general terms is the never-ending existence of systems and processes. At a personal level it
is about taking responsibility for your actions.
The organising idea of sustainability is sustainable development which must be inclusive of the four interconnected areas of ecology, economics, politics, and culture.
With incorrect overuse of the word “sustainability” the meaning has been twisted to suit particular nonsustainable ends. This has increased indiscriminate use of the earth’s limited resources for the profit of a
few.
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Road Safety Message
from the Roadwise Advisory
Committee
On Wednesday, 28 March the Roadwise Advisory Committee again hosted the annual “Blessing of the
Roads Ceremony” with the ‘road safety’ addresses being presented by Roadwise Committee member,
Chris Mott, and St John Ambulance volunteer, John Jones. Students from the Bridgetown schools read
messages relating to road safety, targeting the areas of:

Bridgetown Primary School – Fatigue

St Brigids Primary School – Speeding

Bridgetown High School – Distraction (ie; mobile phones / audio systems / eating & drinking whilst
driving, etc)
South West Roadwise Officer, Nicola Smith presented Cr Joann Moore with a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’
in recognition of her leadership, commitment and passion for local road safety initiatives and programs as
Chairman of the Roadwise Committee 2014 - 2017.
The ceremony, which was attended by approximately 100 residents and visitors, also recognised the 161
people killed on our roads during 2017, of whom 91 died in regional and rural Western Australia as well as
the 37 people killed on our roads this year. Although the Blessing of the Roads ceremony is specific to the
Easter holiday period, the messages relating to road safety are for all road users whether we are driving,
riding, cycling or walking every day of the year, so please take care on all roads wherever you may be
travelling.

Roadwise – caring for the safety of our community

General Waste Bin
What can go in, and what can’t?
Just a reminder that green waste (lawn clippings, weeds, leaves, etc) CAN NOT be
disposed of in your RED (general Waste) bin. This bin is limited to general household
waste only. If the rubbish contractor observes green waste in a Red rubbish bin, the
bin will not be emptied.

Shire byteS
Want to know about upcoming Shire events, special meetings, fire and weather alerts and more?
Email your details to Tania Lockley at tlockley@bridgetown.wa.gov.au
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Visitor Centre

Interested
in Volunteering?
Are you interested in doing something for our community? The Bridgetown-Greenbushes Visitor
Centre is searching for two volunteers to work with a staff member on Saturdays from 10 am –12.30
pm and 12.30 pm – 3 pm. We would like to find someone who is friendly and motivated, and who
has a good knowledge of the area.
The Visitor Centre assists people with accommodation bookings and provides information and
maps regarding attractions in the area, as well as selling event tickets and making arrangements
for bus travel to and from Bridgetown. We display and sell locally made products and the Centre
also houses a heritage museum and the famous Brierley Jigsaw Gallery, the only gallery of its kind
in the southern hemisphere.

150 Year
Memorabilia
Pop in to the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Visitor
Centre to get your 150 Year Celebration
memorabilia! We have three different 1,000
piece jigsaws featuring photos of Bridgetown,
as well as magnets, teaspoons and keyrings.
Licence Plate surrounds are coming soon!

If you are interested in helping others and can devote 2½ hours a week, we’d love to hear from
you. The position requires computer skills and preferably previous customer service experience,
although full training will also be provided. Please contact Dariel Hodgins on 9761 1740 or email
dhodgins@bridgetown.wa.gov.au for further information or to register your interest.

Greenbushes to Bridgetown Shopping Bus Run
The Community Bus “Rosie” shopping run service continues to operate on
alternative Tuesdays from Greenbushes to Bridgetown and return. This service
is available at a cost of $8 to anyone living in Greenbushes who would like to
come to Bridgetown for the morning – shopping, medical appointments,
whatever you need!
The bus run operates every second Tuesday departing Greenbushes
Roadhouse at 9.00am and departs Bridgetown for her return journey from
outside Blackwood Butchers at 11.30am. Parcels may be deposited in the bus
anytime between arrival and departure, so heavy shopping does not have to be carried.
Scheduled Dates: 24

Fencing requirements
Rangers regularly deal with incidents of stock wandering at large, usually due to inadequate fencing
arrangements. Residents are reminded of their obligation to ensure fencing is adequate to contain
livestock. This applies whether the resident is the owner-occupier or renter of the property. Adequate
fencing is also required to ensure dogs are contained to their property at all times. If animals are found to
be wandering, infringements may be imposed with additional penalties for property damage or attacks
that occur due to animals being at large.

April, 8 & 22 May, 5 & 19 June

For more information please contact Rebecca Redman at the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes
Community Services Department on 9761 0800.

Home Based Business Regulatory Review
As part of the Home Based Business Regulatory Review, Council in June 2017 adopted Amendment No. 72
to Town Planning Scheme No. 3 and Amendment No. 70 to Town Planning Scheme No. 4 with the
amendments then forwarded to the Western Australian Planning Commission for approval of the Minister
for Planning. Council in June 2017 also adopted the new the Home Based Business Policy, subject to
inclusion of additional clauses to address waste water control and food registration as recommended
respectively by the (then) Department of Water and Department of Health.
The new Home Based Business Policy was finalised in August 2017 and in operation, thereby superseding
the former Home Occupation & Cottage Industry Policy. The Shire has received advice recently from the
WAPC that the Minister for Planning has adopted both Amendment No. 72 to TPS3 and Amendment No. 70
to TPS4, with both amendments recently published in the Government Gazette. The new uses of Home
Office, Home Business and Rural Home Business are now in effect, plus modified provisions also relating to
Home Occupation and Cottage Industry as set down in the applicable amendments and policy.
The Home Based Business Policy is available at the Shire’s Administration Office, 1 Steere Street,
Bridgetown, or on the Shire’s website www.bridgetown.wa.gov.au. Any queries regarding the Home
Based Business Regulatory Review should be directed to Scott Donaldson, Manager Planning on 9761 1555
or via sdonaldson@bridgetown.wa.gov.au.
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The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes recently took delivery of a brand new Community Bus. Co-funded
by Lotterywest, Talison Lithium and the Shire, the new Mitsubishi Rosa has space for 15 passengers and a
wheelchair, and has a Braun internal wheelchair hoist.
The new bus “Miss Rosie” replaces the old “Rosie” who has provided 15 years of transport to our schools,
community groups and other users around Bridgetown. The Shire extends its gratitude to the to the
sponsors that made this possible. Keep an eye out for Miss Rosie around town. For hire information and
rates, contact Shire administration on 9761 0800.
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… PLANNING DEPARTMENT NEWS …
Adoption of Municipal Heritage Inventory Review (2018)
Council in November 2017 adopted the draft Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Municipal Heritage Review
(MHI Review) for the purpose of public consultation, including direct consultation with landowners of
recognised places. The advertising period ended on 8 February 2018 with ten submissions received, all
generally supporting the content of the MHI Review, with some submitters providing additional information
and/or requesting changes or corrections.
Council at its meeting 29 March 2018 formally adopted the MHI Review (2018) subject to recommended
minor corrections and updates to thematic history, places names and photographs. The Minutes of the
Council Meeting are available on the Shire’s website at www.bridgetown.wa.gov.au/publications.
The final MHI Review (2018) is available for viewing at the Shire’s Administration Office and at the
Bridgetown Public Library, with digital copies or extracts available by contacting Michelle Donaldson,
Planning Administration Officer on 9761 0800 or btnshire@bridgetown.wa.gov.au. The new MHI place
record information will also be uploaded in time to the Heritage Council of WA online inHerit database,
accessible via http://inherit.stateheritage.wa.gov.au/Public.
Ongoing Review
Much of the initial preparation of the MHI Review was based on information provided by landowners
through site visits, plus online research of historic newspapers and local publications in relation to events in
the Warren-Blackwood district. Where considered appropriate, new information can be used to correct,
update and/or add to respective place records. Maintenance and renovation of buildings is always
ongoing, and as such information will be updated periodically when verifiable information is received or
discovered.
Council have granted delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to make minor corrections or
updates to approved place records when appropriate in light of new information, however any significant
changes such as changes to management categories or deletion of places will require Council approval.
The Shire already has a number of new nominations, some of those received in the earlier 2009 review.
Significant work is still required to further assess these nominations plus others as resolved by Council or
identified by Shire staff, as part of the ongoing review of the MHI. New place records are to be presented
to future meetings of Council for preliminary consideration.
Written nominations for new places using the Shire’s MHI Nomination Form can be lodged with the Shire at
anytime, and any corrections or updates to current place records are also welcomed in writing and must
be accompanied by verified evidence to help the assessment process.
Subsequent reports are to be presented to Council later this year regarding the Shire’s Local Heritage Lists,
a new Heritage Management Policy and Development Guidelines, and review of the current Policy O.3
Procedures for Adopting New Sites/Properties for Inclusion in the Municipal Inventory.
All heritage related queries are to be directed to Scott Donaldson, Manager Planning on 9761 0800 or via
email btnshire@bridgetown.wa.gov.au.

RANGERS
RESTRICTED BURNING PERIOD ~ 29 March to 26 April
The Restricted Burning Period commenced Thursday 29 March 2018. From this date up to 26 April 2018, any
property owner or occupier of land wanting to burn a fire at their property (including garden refuse and rubbish)
will need to obtain a Fire Permit from their Fire Control Officer. Bridgetown townsite permits are issued by Shire
Rangers, Monday to Friday between 2pm – 3pm. A Permit is required for all cooking and camping fires during
the Restricted Burning Period. Gas barbeques can still be used during the restricted and prohibited burning
period. Check with your Fire Control Officer for any variation to fire restriction dates. Fire Control Officers for
each area are listed in the Fire Break Order received in your land rates or are available on the Shire website
www.bridgetown.wa.gov.au.
No Permits will be issued for burning on Public Holidays during the Restricted Burning Periods. Any queries should
be directed to Ranger Services on 9761 1555 or 0428 911 847.
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