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Vision
Trails in the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes will cater for local people and
visitors. Our focus will be on quality trails that are well maintained and
promoted to enrich the users’ experience and knowledge of the natural
beauty and the rich history of the shire. This focus will deliver economic,
health, well-being and other benefits to the local community.
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To achieve this vision the following objectives have been adopted:
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Availability and coverage – the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes network will
include a diversity of trails in appropriate locations, thereby providing
opportunities for local people and visitors to discover the unique features and
history of the Shire.
Quality rather than quantity – the emphasis will be on the development of a
range of recognised trails, even if that means fewer trails, therefore providing
trail users a quality experience.
Accessible to all – where practical and appropriate, trails will be developed
so as to enable access by people with mobility difficulties and people in
wheelchairs.
Providing enhanced recreational opportunities – the trails network will be
promoted as an additional component to the range of local passive and
adventure based recreational opportunities within the Shire.
Providing access to the natural attributes of the Shire - The Shire of
Bridgetown-Greenbushes has a diverse and exceptional range of physical
attributes and trails will enable greater opportunities to access these natural
features.
Providing an enhanced understanding of the history of the Shire – The Shire of
Bridgetown-Greenbushes has a rich heritage which can be discovered and
experienced through quality trail development and interpretive information.
Promotion – The Shire will prioritize the promotion of existing recognised trails.
Effective and ongoing maintenance – all existing trails within the Shire will be
subject to regular inspection, ensuring that all maintenance requirements
along each trail receive quick attention, thereby keeping the trail s up to the
requisite standard and quality to provide the optimum trails experience to trail
users both local and visitors.
Construction – new trails will be built to appropriate standards thereby
minimising the need for maintenance and giving users a quality experience.
Information – including brochures and mapping – all existing and new trails
will have detailed on-trail information as well as professionally produced and
widely available trail brochures and maps
Outstanding interpretative information – trails will have either on-trail
interpretive material or it will be included within trail brochures providing trail
users with greater appreciation of the more interesting features to be found
along the trail.
Consistency and uniformity – signage is recognised as an essential element of
recognised trails and all signage erected at trailheads and along trails will
conform to accepted standards and will maintain consistent themes across
the Shire.
Adhere to recognised standards – trail construction, signage and trail makers,
and trail classification will comply with recognised Australian Standards,
thereby ensuring a quality experience across all trails in the Shire.

Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes: Trails Plan 2017-2022

1. Executive Summary
1.1. Introduction
Located approximately 300km south of Perth, Bridgetown is known for its lifestyle
opportunities, with beautiful landscapes, heritage architecture, a strong sense of
community and access to a wide range of services. All services expected of a small
community are present - police, hospital, medical centre, dental clinic, chemist,
three banks, two primary schools, district high school, accommodation including
caravan parks, B&B’s and chalets, service stations/mechanics, supermarkets, gift
shops, recreation facilities, real estate, hotels, tavern, restaurants and Cafes, news
agency, post office, bakery, numerous specialty stores including a sport and bike
retailer and galleries. Rural based wineries and cideries add to the culinary
attractions of the district.
The majority of the Shire lies within the Blackwood catchment area. The Blackwood
River and its tributaries remain a highlight of the shire surrounded by the undulating
landscape which provides a picturesque backdrop to the town of Bridgetown and
Blackwood River. The many hectares of national park and state forest surrounding
Bridgetown and its townships provide the perfect environment for a variety of nature
based activities such as walking, canoeing, swimming, mountain bike riding, bird
watching, horse riding and camping along with simply exploring the magnificent
forest areas.
The community values the benefits of trails and the opportunities that develop as a
consequence of providing well planned and promoted, multidiscipline trails
networks. Increased visitor numbers to the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes would
be increased, by being able to offer a unique experience having a network of multidisciplinary, multi-faceted trails is seen as one way of attracting additional visitors to
the shire, keeping visitors longer and ensuring return visits.

1.2. Definition of Trails
For the purpose of this plan and to accurately reflect the variety of trails already in
existence, currently being developed or planned within the shire, drawing a line
between formal pathways and trails, (as is generally the case in Australia) the
definition used throughout this plan is;
“A recreation trail is any corridor, route or pathway for recreational purposes such as
walking, mountain biking, canoeing, horse riding and driving– and which passes
thought or has a strong connection with the natural environment, open space and
cultural heritage.”

1.3. Purpose of this plan
Trails’ planning does not exist in isolation. This Local Trails Plan is part of a broader
approach by Council to provide growth that meets community, environmental and
economic goals and encourages a strong, diverse economy that supports local
employment and enhances the quality of life for residents of the Shire.
Recreational trails are not an isolated product – they link with a whole range of other
planning processes – tourism, open space planning, economic development and
natural resource management planning. Trails need to be placed in a wider context
of other issues.
pg. 6
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This plan has been developed to investigate opportunities to increase and enhance
trails and trail based activities (namely walking, mountain biking, canoeing, horse
riding and driving) throughout the shire in a considered an sustainable way. This
document will allow Council to formally plan trail development and maintenance to
ensure resources are available and appropriately allocated to ensure the trails
networks remain safe and user friendly.

1.4. Underlying Values of the plan
Constructing and maintaining trails requires the allocation of resources. The history of
the development of trails in WA has demonstrated that there are limited funds
available for the construction of trails, however, very few - if any - funding programs
provide money for the maintenance of trails.
Ongoing maintenance of trails throughout WA has been an issue and there is a
need to ensure all trails that are developed and promoted can be adequately
maintained for the safety of the user and the benefit of the community. Often trails
maintenance has been left solely in the hands of willing, enthusiastic and capable
volunteer group, but total reliance of volunteer groups is not always sustainable in
the long term as community group focus changes and enthusiasm can wane.
Partnership with and support of volunteer community groups by local and state
government is an appropriate model to ensure the sustainability of maintaining the
trails. This is reflected in the maintenance guideline for the Wandoo Walk and Old
Abattoir Walk (Appendix 6 & Appendix 7) and should be generalised to other trails.
It is imperative that the ongoing development of trails projects are sustainable in
terms of resources required to plan, develop and maintain. It is vastly more
beneficial to focus resources on a few quality trails/tails networks, rather than a large
number of poorly constructed, poorly maintained and under-utilized trails.

2. The role and benefits of trails
Studies have shown that there is an increased demand for non-organised recreation
activities, passive recreation, as well as people seeking outdoor rather than indoor
recreation opportunities. While these trends are certainly positive for the health and
wellbeing of communities, the increase in demand for outdoor spaces can put
pressure on these natural areas (and ultimately resulting environmental
degradation). Trail activities and infrastructure therefore need to be managed
carefully to ensure that the natural area can sustain the demand.
Trails have much to offer a local government area such as the Shire of BridgetownGreenbushes. Across Australia the many benefits of well-planned and promoted
trails are being recognised by a range of agencies from the Department of Parks
and Wildlife to tourism agencies/departments, from local government authorities to
a host of health organisations. It is now well recognised that recreation trails perform
a number of highly beneficial roles in the broader community:
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They provide opportunities for low-key unstructured passive recreation for
local residents and visitors.
They enable users to gain fitness and foster general well-being
They are a valuable tourist attraction, especially when marked and promoted
They can help instil a conservation ethic amongst users
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They can be a means of education users about the attributes of an area,
especially when good interpretation is a feature of the trail

This Trails Plan considers opportunities to develop and enhance trails and trial-based
activities (namely walking, horse riding, canoeing and mountain bike riding) within
the shire for both local community members and tourists. Provision of quality trails,
trails networks and trails facilities provides a number of benefits within the shire
including economic, health and wellbeing education, liveability, environmental and
cultural benefits.
There is growing evidence that recreation trails provide significant benefits, both to
trail users and the host communities. Western Australian Trails Strategy states;


Trail users identify numerous benefits from the use of trails, including the sense
of well-being unwinding and relaxing, closeness to nature and ability to both
spend time with family and friends and time on their own. (Market Equity Trails
Research, 2004).



Trails provide economic benefits through trail construction and user spending.
These benefits are often enjoyed in regional areas.



Trails provide an avenue for community development and an opportunity to
leverage the enthusiasm of volunteers. Volunteerism is a significant input into
the Australian economy.

Trails are considered a unique community asset, creating economic, social and
environmental value for individuals, local communities, Western Australia and
Australia.

2.1. Trends in Trail Use and Demand
Given the vast distances and large land parcels associated with trail use, it is often
difficult to monitor the types of outdoor activities and the number of people
participating in natural area settings. However there has been sufficient evidence
to indicate that there is an increased demand for more non-organised recreation
activities.
Furthermore, the types of activities sought in natural areas continue to change.
Understanding these changes in trends is crucial to understanding current
participation trends and demand in trail based activities and consider their future
provision. Drivers of trail based activities include:


Population growth:
A growing population means that the number of people seeking outdoor
recreation opportunities will increase and if not managed properly can lead
to the degradation of protected land and inappropriate use of natural areas.



Changing population:
The region is aging and the older generation prefers more passive activities
such as bushwalking and nature appreciation. However, population
increased (yet not population cohort proportions) will continue for young
people who are likely to seek more adventurous and active types of activities
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such as mountain. Lifestyle changes in all cohorts of the population supports
non-organised/flexible recreation activities.


Increased health and environmental awareness:
People are becoming increasingly aware of their health, with conditions such
as obesity and stress on the rise. This, combined with society’s growing
awareness of the environment and its problems, has facilitated a growth in
visitation to natural areas. Returning to nature is a term now used where
people feel the desire to become reconnected to their natural environments
from which they can escape their modern lives.



Increased affluence and expectations of recreation:
As individuals become more affluent the proportion of income spent on
goods and leisure increases. As people spend more money on outdoor
recreation and associated equipment an increase in outdoor recreation
activities previously offered by commercial operations has been observed. As
such a diversification for natural areas offering unique experiences and higher
levels of infrastructure are often in demand.



Technological advances:
Significant technological advances in equipment design and function have
created new forms of outdoor activities and extended the scope and levels
of participation for the general population.
With the pervasive influence of the internet and smart phones and apps,
people are able to obtain information, communicate with each other very
quickly and provide feedback on their recreation experience at any time.
Many outdoor recreation participants make their decisions on where to
recreate based on the information available via the internet, blogs, forums
and social media.
Changes in technology for recreation are also bringing about an increasing
divergence of outdoor recreation activities. Participants are able to map,
record, their times and upload digital images of their experience allowing
them to compete and compare results with past and future users. Growth in
these activities has encouraged research into more refined technologies to
encourage wider participation such as geocaching and mountain biking.

In general people are making increased lifestyle choices that are associated with
greater access and contact with the natural environment. Furthermore, findings
from the Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERSS 2010) report show that:






pg. 9

Walking is the most popular form of activity and has been since
2001(increasing by 44%). This percentage has been consistent since 2001 and
will likely remain the most popular activity as the population ages.
Cycling is the fourth most popular form of activity. Cycling has been amongst
the top five activities during the ten year period of the annual ERSS 2001 –
2010 and has increased be 45%in that time. The findings in this study do not
differentiate between mountain biking and cycling.
Bushwalking is the 8th most popular form of activity nationally and 14th in this
state.
Canoeing/kayaking is the 26th most popular recreation/sport activity
nationally and 23rd most popular in WA.
Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes: Trails Plan 2017-2022





Horse riding is ranked 31most popular activity nationally and 32nd in WA.
Equestrian activities are more than 3.7 times higher in areas outside major
cities ((Australian Social Trends June 2011 Sport and Physical Recreation;
www.abs.gov.au/socialtrends).
An estimated 6.7 million persons aged 15 years and over participated at least
three times per week in non-organised physical activity which includes
walking, cycling and bushwalking

2.2. Walking Trends
Distinguishing between ‘walking’ and ‘bushwalking’ is an interesting task. Trails are
now seen to be a resource for walkers as well as the smaller, more traditional
bushwalking community.
Studies have found a clear preference for shorter walks (up to 6km and taking
between 30 minutes and two hours to walk). The success of the Great Short Walks of
Tasmania program is testimony to the fact that there is a significant market for these
walking distances. This does not discount the fact that there remains a demand for
walks up to 4 hours as well as for day walks. However, while a trail network should
cater for a range of trail users it should focus on those areas of most demand.
There is limited research on the demand for long walk trails. There are long walk trails
in Australia aimed to cater for those seeking such an experience. In the case of the
Bibbulmun Track (WA), many users access the track for short to medium walks (2
hours up to a weekend), rather than attempts to walk the entire trail (some 7-8
weeks). Long walk trails need significant investment and often cross local
government boundaries and, thus, require significant coordination between land
managers.

2.3. Horse Riding Trends
Horse riding is an activity undertaken by a relatively small number of participants
(approximately 166,900 people nationally and 14,500 in WA)ERSS, 2010.
Horse riding demand can also be highly localised. For example, rural residential
areas often attract horse enthusiasts likely to seek areas for riding.
Though there is limited background research of how long horse riders seek to ride for,
industry knowledge indicates that horse riders are generally looking for loop rides of
approximately 3-4 hours in addition to short afternoon rides.

2.4. Cycling Trends
Off road cycle touring and mountain biking is a rapidly growing pursuit in Australia.
There is a growing trend toward seeking non-urban areas for this activity.
Cycle tourism is a growing market within the Australian tourism sector, particularly
within the nature based tourism segment.
New Zealand Cycleway Market Research (2009) found that, in general, international
cycle tourists want easy multi-day trips with good supporting services or events. The
holidays can also be location-based and utilise nearby trail networks. Domestic
cycle tourist and recreational riders are not primarily focused on cycling but on the
broader experience. This group is likely to be older or consist of familie4s rather than
pg. 10
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single visitors or couples. Both markets are looking for easy access to safe and traffic
free trails. Trail gradient is critical factor in successfully designing a trail for a specific
market or type of rider. For a large portion of the location based cycling and cycling
holiday market average trail gradients of 2-3 degrees are required (this market
explains the popularity of rail trails).
Mountain biking has been a boom recreational pastime of the last decade and is
creating an ever growing demand for off-road cycle trails. Over the past decade
much of the trail planning and building activity across Australia has focused on
mountain bike trails, either within reserves or in specifically prepared mountain bike
parks.

2.5. Trails and nature based tourism
It is estimated that the market for nature-based tourism is increasing at six times the
rate of tourism overall (World Tourism Organisation, 2006). Some of the factors that
have contributed to this growing trend in nature based tourism are that people are
looking for new experiences, adding diversity to their experiences , combining
business travel with holidays, and looking to “get back to nature”.
Research undertaken by Tourism Research Australia indicated the number of nature
visitors in Australia in 2009 totalled 28.31 million people; made up of 3.3 million
international visitors, 12.46 domestic overnight visitors and 12.55 million domestic day
visitors. Tourism Research Australia estimates that 48% of domestic over-night nature
based visitors take part in bush walking whist 36 % of domestic day visitors and 38% of
international visitors enjoy this type of activity. Users are attracted to developed
trails that are both Known or advertised in some way and offer a range of facilities
such as signage and interpretation, parking, toilets and water.
Based on the WBAC Visitor Servicing Business Plan, tourism across the three LGA’s of
the Warren Blackwood (Manjimup, Nannup and Bridgetown-Greenbushes) is
primarily distributed amongst:


Nature/recreation, which accounts for 30% of product,



Water activities, which comprise 12% of product; and



Museum/historical, comprising 12% of product.

It is critical to consider the needs of visitors as they provide much of the economic
benefits associated with trail development. Recreation trails provide an important
piece of tourism infrastructure and provide experiences in the eco-tourism market.
Visitors are interested in what is local and authentic. Successful tourism destinations
are built on factors that give a place its own distinctive character. These factors are
lifestyle, heritage, cultural activities landscape, flora, fauna; characteristics of the
basic tourism product of a destination. Recreational trails provide opportunities to
highlight many of these characteristics.
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3. Trail User Groups
3.1. The Trails Development Advisory Committee
The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Trails Development Advisory Committee (the
Committee) was established in 2011 under the powers given in Section 5.8, 5.9(2) (c)
and 5.17(c) of the Local Government Act 1995.
The official Instrument of Appointment for this Committee identifies that the purpose
of the Committee is to provide advice to Council on 4 key objectives relevant to
trails development:1. Implement Council’s economic strategies via identified and proposed tasks.
2. The development of mountain bike trails tourism and a concept plan.
3. Adding value to existing canoe/kayak, walk, cycle and bridle trails including
the Warren Blackwood Strategic Alliance’s Regional Trails master plan project.
4. Identifying trail based tourism opportunities.
The Trails Development Advisory Committee (TDAC) is an advisory committee to
Council working on the identification and development of trails, locally and
regionally over the last 4 years. The committee of volunteers consist of members
with varied trail focused interests including walking, mountain biking, horse riding
and canoeing.
The committee works closely with the Department of Parks and Wildlife to undertake
the detailed and involved process of developing “approved and recognised” local
walk, mountain bike, canoe and bridle trails. A number of walk and mountain bike
trails have been identified. Each trail will be systematically upgraded to include
adequate signs, directional posts, maintenance and structural development where
needed.
Regionally, the committee completed a detailed and current map of the
Blackwood River from Boyup Brook to Nannup as part of the completion of a
regional project that began in 2009 with funding from the Department of Sport and
Recreation and undertaken by Canoeing WA. This project was highlighted as a high
priority in the Warren Blackwood Regional Trails Master Plan.
A long distance regional bridle trail based on the stock routes used by farmers from
the late 1800’s through to the middle of the 1900’s is in the development process of
planning and design. The trail will traverse three Shires, beginning in Bridgetown
through to Broke Inlet in the south and Nannup in the west. The planned bridle trail
covers approximately 300km and was also highlighted as a high priority in the
Warren Blackwood Regional Trails Master Plan. These projects were supported by
the Warren Blackwood Alliance of Councils.
A regional trails website was established to promote regional trails to trail enthusiasts
locally, nationally and internationally: www.totaltrails.com.au
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3.2. The Walking Group
The Walking Group is an informal group of local walking enthusiasts that meet every
Thursday morning. The group consists of up to 40 walkers of all age groups and
walking capabilities. They generally use a “buddy-up” system to ensure no-one is
left behind. The group meets in a central location to select a walk trail. The group
set off for between 1-2 hours. Once completed, they share morning tea and social
networking.
The Trails Development Advisory Committee and has been instrumental in
developing and mapping out some great walk trails around the Shire. Walking is
one of the most enjoyed forms of recreation as it is free and can be done at
individual pace and provides a sense of belonging and improves mental health.

3.3. Mountain Bike Riding Group
There is an incorporated group of Mountain Bike riders called the Blackwood
Mountain Bike Club, participating in mountain bike riding locally and regionally. The
members of the mountain bike club are passionate and focused on the
development of mountain bike trails and a potential pump track to encourage the
development of skills and new mountain bike enthusiasts within the shire.

3.4. Running Groups
The local sports store “Lifesports” and the Bridgetown Primary School are providing
opportunities for students to increase their fitness through participation in a running
club. The club meets 3 times per week, once before school, once during and once
on Sunday afternoon. Parent and children are invited and there can be anywhere
between 20 and 50 participants.
The Greenbushes after school program running program was conducted in 2014 by
a small group of motivated and qualified people. The participation rate was
excellent and funding will be pursued again for 2015. The children were aged 4 to
12 and they participated in Tennis, Soccer, Squash and Gym. Like the group from
Lifesports and local primary schools these groups exist and are keen to encourage
outdoor play with primary aged children to increase social and physical
participation rates and to reduce the rise of obesity and diabetes in our society. Plus
the children benefit socially from the programs as well as improve physical fitness.

3.5. Motor-Cross/Off Road Motor Cycling
There is a strong local group of enthusiasts with an interest in motocross and trail bike
riding activity. Over the past 3 years there has been a motorcycling event in
September that attracts people from all around the state to compete in racing on a
track set up on private property. The event targets all age groups and people
camp on site and enjoy a weekend of riding and competing.
There is a proposed Off Road Vehicle Area that has been under consideration as a
possible site for a motocross practice track since 2006. The site is located near
Greenbushes parallel to the South West Highway. The Trails Development Advisory
Committee is working with the relevant stakeholders to continue to progress this
development. The Department for Sport and Recreation representatives expressed
support for developing this concept in a meeting with Trails Development Advisory
pg. 13
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Committee members in December 2014. However, until such time as the Off Road
Vehicle Areas Act is reviewed by the State Government (currently pending) it is
unlikely that State funding will be made available to develop this type of project.

3.6. Horse Riding Groups
Bridgetown Equine Inc. was established in 2014 to encourage the development of
horse related recreational activities within the Shire.
This group are mainly
concerned with the development of bridle trails and events. The committee
facilitate the annual Golden Horse Shoe endurance ride.
There is also the Blackwood Horse and Pony Club. The Pony Club facilitates bimonthly rallies for young people interested in developing their horse riding skills. This
is held at the Bridgetown Pony Club Grounds on the Bridgetown-Boyup Brook Road.

4. Achieved Outcomes 2012-2017
2012





2013






2014




2015
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Ongoing allocation in Councils annual budget
Attendance of Committee members to trail conferences
Template of trail head signage in partnership with Department of Parks and
Wildlife for ongoing use across trails traversing land managed by different
government bodies.
Marked Old Abattoir Walk – trail markers
Marked River Walk – trail markers
Regional trail website launch
Canoe signage complete;
o Winnejup
o Sunnyside
o Maranup Ford
o Rocky Bluff
o Evans Bridge
o River Park
Regional Canoe Map complete
Support for the incorporation pf the local horse riding club – Bridgetown
Equine Inc.
Revival of the Golden Horse Shoe annual endurance ride
Warren Blackwood Stock Route – Regional Bridle Trail Feasibility Study
presented to Warren Blackwood Alliance of Councils
Installation of Heritage Trail Walk plaques
Golden Horse Shoe endurance ride
Collection of farming families oral histories of stock droving in the region
complete
Completion of the Old Abattoir Walk including;
o Shelter
o Trail head signage
o Interpretative signage
o VRM
o Trail markers
Ocean to Ocean MTB race complete
Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes: Trails Plan 2017-2022

2016










2017







Wandoo Walk complete
Golden Horse Shoe endurance Ride
Maintenance Guidelines for the Old Abattoir and Wandoo Walks between
Department of Park and Wildlife and Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes
Little Schools Trail – Map and official opening
Support for the local Mountain Bike riding club – Blackwood Mountain Bike
Club Inc.
Trail Locator signage installed
Consultation with local aboriginal consultant regarding the potential naming
of the Mountain Bike Trails Network – Geegelup Mountain Trail Network, with
the first trail being called the Yonga trail.
River Walk trail head and interpretive signage installed
Second stage planning for the Warren Blackwood Stock Route Bridge Trail
complete
Trail counter installed at the Old Abattoir Walk
Greenie Loop trail markers replaced
Geegelup Mountain Bike Trail Network GPS complete
Jarrah Park trail loops cleared
Little Schools Trail included on Shire maintenance schedule
Funding for the construction of Regional Stock Route approved
Sub-committee for development of Mountain Bike Network

5. Scope and Methodology
This plan is focused on existing and future provision of recreation trails that are:
 Located within the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes boundary
 Located within government owned/managed natural recreation areas,
namely, National Parks and State Forests as well as natural areas owned by
the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Council
 Utilised for nature-based recreation activities.

5.1. Methodology
a) Background research and desktop analysis
 Review Documentation
 Desktop assessment of existing natural areas and trails
 Trails use assessment
b) Site Audits and trail mapping
 Site audits and analysis of the existing trail network
 Mapping
 Community/stakeholder consultation
c) Consultation
 Community trails interest groups
 Stakeholders
 Council
d) Local Trails plan
 Collating and documenting draft plan:
o Refining and summarising the findings
pg. 15
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o
o
o

Setting the direction for the future planning of trails
Develop promotions initiatives
Staging and prioritizing of proposed trail development

e) Endorsement

Finalize the draft plan

Council endorsement of draft plan for community comment

Community comment

Amendment of plan based on community comment

Adoption of plan by Council

5.2. Supporting Documentation
State Government and Council have developed a number of documents and plans
that have been considered when making recommendations on current and future
development of trails in this shire.
The relevant documents of interest;
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Strategic Community Plan
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Corporate Business Plan
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Sport and Recreation Plan
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Public Art Strategy
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Age Friendly Community Plan
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Youth Plan
 The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes Disability Access and Inclusion Plan
 The Warren Blackwood Trails Master Plan
 The Western Australian Trails Strategy
 The Western Australian Mountain Bike Strategy
 The South West Mountain Bike Strategy
 The Western Australian Recreational Horse Trail Strategy
 The Bridgetown to Broke Inlet Bridle Trail Feasibility Study

6. Existing Trails
This section of the plan assesses the location, extent and provision of the existing
trails networks within the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes including the type, length
and difficulty of each of the existing formal trails. It also provides information on the
availability of information pertaining to these trails.

6.1. Trail Audit
Annual detailed site audits have been undertaken by TDAC and DPaW to
document and identify the formal trail routes that exist within the Shire boundary
since 2011.
Only recognised trails have been included in the trail audit.
“Recognised” means that the trail has some or all of the following characteristics:
 They are recognised by the land manager (DPaW, Shire of BridgetownGreenbushes, Brookfield Rail, the Water Corp)
 They have sign posting (trail directional markers, trailhead signage,
interpretive signage)
 There is available information or mapping pertaining to the trail (Map
contained in a brochure)
The table below lists the existing “recognised” trails within the Shire of BridgetownGreenbushes. The table also describes each trail type as well as providing relevant
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information pertaining to that particular trail. Only trails that are regarded as being
recognised are included in the table.
Table1. Trail Audit
Trail Name

Greenbushes
Loop Walk

Greenbushes
Pool Boardwalk

Mine Heritage
Walk

New Zealand
Gully Walk

The Waterbird
(Schwenke’s
Dam) Walking
Trail

Location

Heritage Park,
Blackwood Road,
Greenbushes

Spring Gully Road,
Greenbushes

Heritage Park,
Blackwood River
Road

Heritage Park
Blackwood Park
Road

Spring Gully Road,
Greenbushes

User
Group

Walker

Walker/
Canoe

Walker/
Cycle

Walker/
Cycle

Walker

Land
Tenure

Trail Manager

Comments/
condition

Length

Difficulty

Shire /
DPaW

Greenbushes
Discovery
Centre, Talison
and DPaW

Interpretive signage
and trail markers,
Discovery Centre Walk
Trail Map. Joins the
Bibbulmun Track

15km

4

Shire

Greenbushes
Discovery
Centre, Talison
and DPaW

Interpretive signage
and Trail markers.
Toilets, picnic, BBQ
and short term
camping facilities

513m

1

DPaW

Greenbushes
Discovery
Centre, Talison
and DPaW

Interpretive signage
and trail indicator
markers. Trail brochure
at Discovery Centre
and Bridgetown Visitor
Centre.

3km

2

DPaW

Greenbushes
Discovery
Centre, Talison
and DPaW

Interpretive signage
and trail indicator
markers. Trail brochure
at Discovery Centre
and Bridgetown Visitor
Centre.

7km

3

DPaW

Grow
Greenbushes
Talison and
DPaW

Interpretive signage
and trail indicator
markers. Trail brochure
at Discovery Centre
and Bridgetown Visitor
Centre.

3.5km

2

Shire

Grow
Greenbushes,
Shire, Discovery
Centre

Interpretive signage at
each historic location
and trail map. Trail
brochure at Discovery
Centre and
Bridgetown Visitor
Centre.

2km

1

2.5km –
5.7km

3

Greenbushes
Heritage
Amble

Town Centre,
Greenbushes

Walk

Blackwood
River Walk

River Park,
Bridgetown

Walker/
Cycle/
Horse

Shire

TDAC/Shire

Site interpretive
signage, Trail head
signage, trail markers,
map

Old Rectory
Walk

Timber bridge
Bridgetown

Walker/
Horse

Shire

TDAC/Shire

Trail markers

1.7km

2

Somme Creek
Fitness Trail

Somme Creek
Bridgetown

Shire

Cement path, flat,
outdoor gym
equipment along
walk, map, site
interpretive

500m

1

Bridgetown
Heritage Walk

Town Centre,
Bridgetown

Shire

Information booklet at
Visitors Centre,
interpretive plaques
at each stop

2km

1

Bridgetown
Jarrah Park

20km from
Bridgetown along
Brockman
Highway

Walk

DPaW

TDAC/Shire
/DPaW

Currently working on
upgrade, choice of 4
trails, trail head and
interpretive signage,
trail markers

~7km
with
shorter
options
available

3

Wandoo Valley

Power line off

Walk

DPaW

TDAC/Shire/DP

Choice of two trails,

3.7km

2
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Walk

Winnejup Road,
8.2km from
Bridgetown

Old Abattoir
Walk

Boyup Brook Road
(1km past Krsuls
Road), 5.4km from
Bridgetown

Blackwood
River Canoe
Trail

Trigwell Bridge
Shire of Boyup
Brook –
Bridgetown,
Bridgetown –
Nannup, NannupSues Bridge Shire
of Nannup

Little Schools
Trail

240km drive trail
including 23 little
school sites.

aW

Walk

TDAC/ Shire/
DPaW

DPaW

Canoe/
Kayak

Dept of
Water

Drive

Shire/
Main
Roads

trail head signage,
interpretive signage,
trail markers, map

with
shorter
options
available

Picnic area and
shelter at trail head signage, trail markers,
interpretive signage,
Choice of 2 trails

3.1km
with
shorter
options
available

2-3

Shire – access
points

Map identifies access
points and difficulty
rating along the river.

Various

Seasonal
flatwater,
Class 1 to
Class 4
depending
on rains
and water
flows.

Shire

Map identifies each
site including GPS,
interpretive and
photos. Plaque
indicates each site

240km

2

6.2. Condition of Existing Trails
There has been a targeted system of trail upgrades over the past 6 years driven by
members of TDAC. Due to their hard work the recognised walk and canoe trails
within the Shire of Bridgetown Greenbushes are all in relatively good condition and
attract a reasonable amount of use. The trails are subject to an annual inspection
and formal audit process based on DPaW risk management practises either through
the Shire or DPaW. Any identified issues are then passed onto the appropriate party
via the TDAC shire representative and onto the project partner responsible for
addressing any maintenance/safety issues; as per the Walk Trail Maintenance
Guideline.
Directional signage that conforms to Australian Standards has been installed along
all of the recognised walk trails. Trail head and interpretative signage has also been
included to meet DPaW standards. This template is used for all trail signage
throughout the Shire on public land managed by the Shire and DPaW, to ensure
continuity and branding of trail networks. The trail head signage includes length of
trail, duration, difficulty level, points of interest, local access points and connections,
safety information and code of conduct for trail user groups.
Attention to trail surfaces, structures (steps, culverts etc.) and trail infrastructure has
been an integral component of the trail upgrade program undertaken by TDAC and
have included shelters, seating, trail modification and culverts.

6.3. Trail Maps
The following trail maps are available at Appendices 1 - 14
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Blackwood River Walk
Old Rectory Walk
Somme Creek Fitness Trail
Bridgetown Town Heritage Walk
Wandoo Valley Walk
Old Abattoir Walk
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Blackwood River Canoe Trail
Little Schools Trail
Greenbushes Loop trail
New Zealand Gully Walk l
Mining Heritage Walk
The Waterbird (Schwenke’s Dam) Walk
Greenbushes Pool Walk
Greenbushes Heritage Amble

* Bridgetown Jarrah Park map is currently being reproduced with current GPS
technology and is unavailable for reproduction in this document.
Most of the trails information and maps are also available on the Total Trails website:
http://www.totaltrails.com.au/

7. The Trails Development Process
It is important to develop the right trails in the right places in the right way and for the
right reasons. This ensures that trails are sustainable and an asset to landowners and
managers, trail users and the community rather than a liability (WA Mountain Bike
Management Guidelines).
Trails, like any other facility development, should be subject to an approval process.
Trails development on DPaW’s managed land requires a standardised development
process as a method of staged approval. This to ensure conservation and
sustainability are considered and the quality of trails development is consistent
across the state. The TDAC use this process for all trails development across local
government and state government managed land.
The trails development process involves eight stages and encompasses a constant
evaluation, review and improvement process as trails are being extended or revised.
Refer to table for a condensed summary of DPaW’s trail development process.
Table 2. Trail Development Process

Stage

Outcome

1. Proposal

The proposed area is either supported in principle for trail
development or is not supported due to environmental, social or
cultural constraints. Or proposal to identify suitable areas.

2. Framework

A project outline developed by project steering group
(stakeholders) including: project objectives, project
management model, stakeholder roles, target market
requirements, standards, execution and ongoing trail
management model.

3. Site Assessment

Undertake a broad scale study of the area and identify
constraints, soil types, vegetation etc.

4. Concept Planning

Identify opportunities and conceptual trail plan including
infrastructure requirements produced. Broad trail corridors are
physically flagged in the field.

5. Corridor Evaluation

Detailed assessment of corridor.

6. Detailed Design

Detailed design produced and physically flagged in the field,
including; trials classifications, technical trail features (TTFs),
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construction types and specifications.

7. Construction

Trail is constructed in line with the detailed design.

8. Management

Management plan implemented detailing maintenance and
monitoring requirements.

8. Priority Trails Projects 2017-2022
8.1. Geegelup Mountain Bike Trail Network
The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes is in a position to take advantage of a unique
opportunity. This community is experiencing a rapid increase in interest in mountain
biking, along with many sectors of the national and international communities. An
increase of trail users and the success of local trails development over the past 5
years (mainly walk trails) has created a demand for the development of mountain
bike trails as the lack of approved and promoted mountain bike trails has become
more apparent.
The Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes has many unique natural features that will
provide a beautiful, challenging and distinctive trails experience. The proposed trail
network will create many healthy, educational and economic advantages for the
shire, for minimal cost compared to other municipal projects. The trails network will
be a small investment project with long term community benefits.
There are a number of unapproved mountain bike trails mapped and used by local
riders over the last 10 years within the Hester block, however, the popularity of these
trails has increased and the condition of the trails a Many trails are currently being
used by local residents and tourists regardless of whether they are sanction. The
consequences of using unsanctioned trails are three-fold.
Firstly, unsanctioned trails have not been signed or assessed for safety and therefore
hold an inherent risk associated with their use (safety and orientation). Sanctioned
trails ensure the safety and conservation of the environment and the safety of the
user. A sanctioned walk trail includes regular assessment of the trail, inspection of
trees in close proximity to the trail, header signs, trail markers and trail classification.
Secondly, the Shire is unable to ensure the quality of the experience for the rider
including trail and obstacle construction, location, accessibility, difficulty, length and
the presence of a trail head. The importance of an established trail head that
includes parking, infrastructure and conveniences will be considered and will greatly
improve the experience for riders, both local and visiting.
Thirdly, the Shire is unable to promote or market unapproved trails. Trails tourism
offers a significant economic development opportunity for this Shire given the
unique natural environment. The potential flow-on effect of an active approach to
the promotion of trails tourism for the local economy has been recognized by
Council in various strategic plans. Once approved, the mountain bike trail network
(Geegelup Trail Network) can be broadly advertised through the regional and state
websites, mountain bike clubs and WAMBA. Support materials can be developed
based on IMBA guidelines such as detailed maps and difficulty ratings. These factors
will to work together to encourage trails based tourism. The well-established
economic benefits of trails tourism will only increase as approved trails development
continues.
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To promote trails tourism on an ongoing basis it is important to ensure the trails
continue to be safe, well maintained and accessible. The Trails Maintenance
Guidelines provides direction for ongoing maintenance and a breakdown of
maintenance responsibilities, responsible parties and division of labour to facilitate
the continued use of the sanctioned walk trails.
The proposed Geegelup Mountain Bike Trail Network comprises the following trails:
Hester State Forest (HSF):
 Three Loops
o Yonga (Grey Kangaroo) Trail - 12km – Rating Blue/Intermediate
o Koolbardi (Magpie) Trail – 11.7km – Rating Green/Easy
o Wejt (Emu) Trail – 12.08km – Rating Green/Easy
Leda Reserve (LR):
 Two Loops
o Wardang (Crow) Trail – 7km – Rating Green/Easy
o Kwoora (Wallaby) Trail – 5km Single Track – Rating Blue/Intermediate.
Down Hill Section – 700m – Rating Black/Difficult
Currently both the Leda Reserve and Hester State Forest contain unapproved, user
created trails lacking intentional thoughtful design. Until now, the “Trail Systems”
have been fragmented and for the most part, unsustainable. These factors
discourage current use and are harmful to the surrounding environment. The
definition of sustainable trail construction and use could be described as;
 Supporting current and future use with minimal impact to the area’s natural
systems
 Produces negligible soil loss or movement while allowing vegetation to inhabit
the area
 Recognises that pruning or removal of certain plants may be necessary for
proper maintenance
 Does not adversely affect the area’s animal life
 Requires minimal rerouting and minimal long term maintenance
The proposed trail mountain bike trail network design will be based on Department
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions requirements and International
Mountain Bicycling Association’s (IMBA) trail construction guidelines.
These
guidelines have been time tested and a proven way to build sustainable trails.
The finished trail network will consist of well-defined loops. Looped trails are valued
by users because they begin and end at the same point. There is no need to travel
from one end to another. Loops also reduce the possibility for collision whereas
random, fragmented trails introduce potentially hazardous intersections of traffic.
Looped trails also discourage users to make their own, unsound or fragment trails by
guiding the user through different terrain and a range of trail types and difficulty
levels.
The Geegelup Trail Network HSF plan includes two potential entrance points or trail
heads, one at the Bridgetown Golf Club and the other at the Bridgetown Sports
Ground with access to each loop.
The trail network is already established however consideration will be given to areas
where the trails need upgrading to ensure its longevity. An example of this would be
pg. 21

Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes: Trails Plan 2017-2022

where the trail follows the fall line e.g. near the water catchment area. This term is
used to describe trails that follow the shortest path down a hill. The shortest route
downhill is also the direction that water travels, gaining gravity assisted speed along
the trail surface while removing soil along the entire length of the downhill section.
The solution to trail degradation due to water line run off is grade reversal.
Figure 1. Grade Reversal

Due to the topography of Bridgetown contour trails will be utilized where possible. A
contour trail is a path that traverses a hill or side slope distinguished by gentle grade
undulations called grade reversals and a trail tread that usually tilts or out slopes
slightly toward the downhill edge. These features minimize trail erosion allowing
water to drain in a gentle, non-erosive manner called sheet flow.
Figure 2. Contour Trail

pg. 22

Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes: Trails Plan 2017-2022

In order to accomplish the stream-lined 3 loops trail system at HSF and the Two
Loops in LR that make up the Geegelup Trail Network some of the existing –
unapproved – trails will not be included in trail marking or promotional material to
discourage use due to their inconsistency with the designed loop system and/or
inappropriate to use as they present drainage and sustainability issues.
Figure 3. Geegelup Trail Network - HSF Three Loop Map

Figure 4. Geegelup Trails Network - Leda Two Loop Map
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8.1.1. Benefits
Local Community
There are many ways that the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes and its residents will
benefit from the trail network. The positive effects of outdoor physical activity on
public health are well documented. Many individuals find that time spent outdoors
mountain biking with family and friends enhances their quality of life. Trails provide
these opportunities. It follows that more accessible and widely used trail system will
encourage a healthier community.
Establishing a streamlined and sustainable trails system that offers a variety of
experiences and difficulty levels encourages a wide range of community members
the opportunity to become involved in mountain biking.
Tourism and local economy
There are a number of attractions the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes has to offer
regional tourists and local businesses can benefit from the enhanced viability from
the tourist dollar. Residents of other regional communities surrounding the shire can
also benefit from the trail network by offering more options and attraction to tourist
considering visiting the region.
Mountain biking has been a tourist sport almost since its beginnings. Not all regions of
the state have the environment or resources to provide good quality trails network
and a unique mountain biking experience. Mountain bikers have been identified as
a group that is particularly willing to travel in search of new experiences and trail
variety. New tourist dollars can be tapped among those who may not yet consider
this Shire as a destination for mountain biking.
A travelling mountain bike rider visiting the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes for trail
experiences will seek out local fare including dining establishments, hotels,
accommodation, local shops and retail outlets and refuelling. Given Mountain
biking tends to be a social sport, these tourists often travel in groups, multiplying the
local economic benefit.

8.1.2. Construction
As the new advocacy group for mountain biking in the Blackwood region and with
the support and assistance of the Trails Development Advisory Committee, the
Blackwood Mountain Bike Club Inc. has chosen to accept trail building
responsibilities. The vast majority of the trail is already in place and only small
sections of the trail and a few unsafe obstacles need upgrading.
The collective passion for mountain biking and providing a high quality trail
experience through implementing proper trail building techniques and providing a
ready-to-go volunteer work force places Blackwood Mountain Bike Club in the
perfect position to drive the Geegelup Trail Network trail approval.
The planning, building, signing and marking of the Geegelup Trails Network will be
undertaken by the Blackwood Mountain Bike Club in partnership with the Trails
Development Advisory Committee, Council and Department of Biodiversity,
conservation and Attractions (DBCA) to ensure the trails loops are approved through
DBCA.
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8.1.3. Management
Management of the trail and its users is critical to its longevity of use, satisfactory
experiences and community support. The overall goal of management is to provide
as many users as possible with a great trail experience. To ensure this is sustainable a
collaborative approach to ongoing management of the trail is imperative.
One of the first steps after trail approval might be to consider a joint MOU or
guideline that outlines the goals and delineates responsibilities related to the
Geegelup Trails Network. Although not legally binding, the MOU would ensure that
everyone involved in the project shares a common vision.
Volunteers
The majority of the management concerning the trail will most likely focus on
maintenance duties. Clearing fallen branches and vegetation growth from
obstructing the trail corridor, and addressing problems associated with natural and
engineered structures in nature will be the most common issues.
Regular maintenance schedules will help keep these issues in check. Setting aside a
specific day of the week, month or year for certain trail maintenance duties will help
to keep numerous volunteers interested and available for such work. Generating
organised trail project information sheets and retaining records will also assist in
efficient and quick execution of these duties.
The structure for this organised work will be focused around trail community
volunteers organised by the Blackwood Mountain Bike Club. All volunteers will
register with DBCA to mitigate risk and cover for public liability.
DBCA
The department will still be responsible for removal of large trees, the completion of
an annual VRM and general care of the Department’s infrastructure.
The Shire of Bridgetown Greenbushes
The Shire is perfectly situated to act as a conduit for information and reporting of
issues on the trail, maintenance of Shire owned infrastructure on Department land
and Shire owned access points to the trails network.
This is a collaborative project that fulfils the objectives of DBCA’s support for
developing trails within their managed land, Councils commitment to developing
the Shire as a unique trails destination and the passion of the mountain bike sector of
the community to develop a locally significant, planned and well-structured trails
network within the Shire.

8.1.4. Timeline
The trails development process involves eight stages and encompasses a constant
evaluation, review and improvement process as trails are being extended or revised.
Refer to Table 2 for a condensed summary of DBCA trail development process.
This trail proposal is the first formal step in the development process, however,
because much of the proposed trail includes existing non-approved trails there is
very little construction to undertake. Once the corridor evaluation is complete the
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detailed design, construction and management plan should be finalised relatively
quickly.
Consultation with local aboriginal people has been undertaken and agreement on
naming each of the loops after the aboriginal name for a locally native animal has
been reached. This theme will also inform the design and content of the interpretive
information on the signage.
The project should take approximately 12 months, depending on the length of time
required for approval of route and design of signage. The route is mapped and
ready for assessment and the Framework for the next stage of development will be
completed by August 2017 for submission.

8.1.5. Cost
The proposed trail network will be built and maintained mainly using volunteers,
therefore, much of the costs are negated. There will be costs associated with
materials including signage and trail markers. This can be covered by Councils
annual trails development budget, however, if there are greater costs associated
with construction of sections of the trail network, funding from external sources may
need to sort. This will be undertaken by Blackwood Mountain Bike Club, with the
support of the Trails Development Advisory Committee and shire staff.

8.2. The Blackwood River Foreshore Redevelopment
The Blackwood River Foreshore, near Bridgetown River Park, is an extremely popular
and scenic portion of the Blackwood River. This area of the foreshore is underutilized
due to the inaccessibility of certain sections and poor quality of other sections that
have been developed in the past. Council are planning to develop this area in an
ecologically considered and sustainable way by including a walk trail, an art trail,
seating, shelters and a canoe ramp.
This proposal is focused on the planning stages of a Blackwood River foreshore
upgrade which will include the development of an art trail, the upgrade of the Old
Rectory Walk, canoe ramp, shelters, seating and interpretive information regarding
the history of the Blackwood, both aboriginal and settler and native species of flora
and fauna. Approximately 13 hectares (map attached) of land adjacent to the
southern bank of the Blackwood River is being considered for upgrade and
development.
Planning for the development will include costs associated with AHA section 18,
consultant fees to provide conceptual designs for the foreshore art and walk trail,
canoe ramp, shelters, Old Rectory Walk trail upgrade and extra seating along the
foreshore. This will attract a great deal of interest for local community members and
tourists alike.
An important and integral aspect of planning along the Blackwood River is the
adherence to the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. The Blackwood River and its
tributaries are registered aboriginal heritage sites and therefore consent from the
minister is required, under section 18 of the act to impact the Site by giving notice to
the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee (ACMC) accompanied by the
information as to the intended use of the land and Sites on the land.
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The development of the Blackwood River Foreshore will be staged and a trails
planning consultant will be contracted to complete a concept design for the 13
hectare area. The costs associated with detailed design to upgrade the Old Rectory
Walk will also be included in the planning stage to ensure the development of that
particular aspect of the project will be construction- ready by the end of stage 1
planning. The detailed design will include location and size of culverts, walk trail
surface, seating and shelter.
Map, Blackwood River Foreshore Area

8.2.1 Benefits
Art and nature provide community with many benefits and when combined can
offer the means to encourage a connected and vibrant community. Art trails also
offer visitors an opportunity to gain a greater understanding of culture and place.
Art can act as points of interest along a walk trail that allows the observer to
appreciate not only art and nature but the visceral and complex relationship
between the two. This relationship will be reflected in the pieces chosen to be
included along the art trail that will meander along the foreshore of the Blackwood
River.
The old Rectory Trail is culturally and historically significant. This is the trail Anglican
Priests historically walked from the Rectory, along the Blackwood River, across the
bridge to St Paul’s Church. The walk trail is a popular attraction for locals and visitors
and offers a “rugged” walk in close proximity to the amenities of Blackwood River
Park. Adjacent to the walk trail is the site of one of the most significant pieces of
public art in the shire, the sculpture “Life to Life” by Frederick White.
Plans to develop the Old Rectory Walk and surrounding area to provide linkages
between the historical walk, public art, the Blackwood River, the park and the River
Walk have long been considered by community as a high priority project. This is
reflected in the community consultation undertaken to inform many of Councils
strategic plans including the high priority objective in the Warren Blackwood
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Regional Trails Master Plan - to upgrade the Old Rectory Walk. This project also fulfils
objectives in the Strategic Community Plan, the Sport and Recreation Plan and the
Public Art Strategy regarding the ongoing development of Trails (Canoe, Walk and
Art). As well as progressing the feedback for recent community consultation for the
review of the Strategic Community Plan requesting greater accessibility of the River.

8.2.2 Construction
Thorough concept planning and detailed design of the Blackwood River Foreshore
upgrade will ensure that the projects is well planned and the outcome of the
upgrade is innovative and interesting, enables greater access to the river, is
ecological and sustainable and celebrates the unique qualities of the local
landscape.
Once the planning is complete the staged development of the foreshore will
commence with the upgrade of the Old Rectory Walk. The trails construction and
infrastructure installation will be undertaken by a combination of Shire staff,
contractors and volunteers.
The foreshore upgrade will be complete in the following stages;
 Planning
o Area Survey
o AHA section 18
o Concept design
o Detailed Design
 Old Rectory Walk Upgrade
 Canoe Ramp
 Art Trails

8.2.3 Management
The Old Rectory Walk and art trails, canoe ramp, shelters, seating and all other
infrastructure will be included on the shires maintenance schedule to be routinely
maintained throughout the year. The resources required to fulfil the annual
scheduled maintenance will be included in the Work Force Plan, the Corporate
Business Plan and the annual budget.

8.2.4 Timeline
The time line for the construction of each stage of the Foreshore Redevelopment will
depend on both the concept plan and detailed design.
The planning stage will be completed during the 2017-2018 financial year and has
several steps including;
 Arial Survey – 2.5 days
 Concept and detailed design – 1 month
 Aboriginal Heritage Assessment – 3 months
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8.2.5 Costs
Costs associated with the staged redevelopment will be covered through Councils
budgeting process and external funding sources. Costs associated with planning the
redevelopment are detailed in table 3 below.
Table 3. Blackwood River Foreshore Development – Planning costs
Item

Cost (excl. GST)

In-kind

Contributor

Aerial survey

6,910

Lotterywest

Section 18 survey

18,477

Lotterywest

Concept Design

16,800

Lotterywest

Shire project mgmt.

1,890

Shire

Shire planning

4,400

Shire

Volunteer time

1,875

Total project cost

48,477

Total Shire cash contribution

6,290

Total Request to LW

42,187

Volunteers

1,875

9. Priority Local Trails Development
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Culinary trails
Bridle trails
Update Bridgetown Heritage Walk map
Bird trails
Geegelup Brook trail (Memorial Park to River Park)
Jarrah Park Walks (upgrade signage)
Pump Track
Dorothy Scott Reserve (signage and picnic facilities)
Winnejup walk (develop to an approved Shire/DPaW walk)
Bike/Walk access trails:
o Greenbushes to Balingup (along railway service road)
o Greenbushes to Bridgetown (along railway service road)
o Bridgetown/Greenbushes to Nannup
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10. Glossary of Terms
Adventure Tourism

A type of tourism involving travel to remote or exotic locations in order to
take part in physically challenging outdoor activities.

Bridle Trail

Designated and approved trail for horse riding.

Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions

Is the state government department responsible for protecting and
conserving the State’s natural environment on behalf of the people of
Western Australia.

Horse Riding

Activities conducted on horseback including cross country, recreational,
endurance and long distance horse riding.

MTBA

Mountain Bike Australia (www.mtba.asn.au)

Mountain bike riding

While there are a range of forms of mountain bike riding, for the purpose
of this document the term refers to endurance mountain bike riding,
mountain bike touring

National Park

A national park is a relatively large area set aside by the state government
for its predominantly unspoiled natural landscape, flora and fauna,
permanently dedicated for public enjoyment, education and inspiration
and protected from all interference other than essential management.

Passive recreation

Outdoor recreational activities, such as nature observation, hiking, and
canoeing or kayaking, that require a minimum of facilities or development
and that have minimal environmental impact on the recreational site.
Read more at http://www.yourdictionary.com/passive-recreation.

State Forest

Areas of natural bush land, managed for many purposes—timber,
recreation, grazing, wildlife, fish and more.

Tracks and Trails

Any clearly defined tack, trail, corridor, route or path.

Trails Development
Advisory Committee TDAC

To provide advice to Council regarding trails and to implement Council’s
economic strategies via identified and proposed tasks, to progress the
development of a mountain bike trail business and concept plan, add
value to existing canoe/kayak, walk, cycle and bridle trails including the
Warren Blackwood Alliance of Councils Regional Trails Master Plan projects
and to identifying trail based tourism opportunities.

Trailhead

The point where a trail begins. Usually trail heads include information
pertaining to the trail (maps, signage, regulatory considerations and other
information) as well as other supporting facilities (such as car parking,
toilets, seating, shelter, picnic facilities etc.)
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Appendices
1)

Blackwood River Walk

2)

Old Rectory Walk

3)

Somme Creek Fitness Trail

4)

Bridgetown Town Heritage Walk

5)

Wandoo Valley Walk

6)

Old Abattoir Walk

7)

Blackwood River Canoe Trail

8)

Little Schools Trail

9)

Greenbushes Loop Trail

10)

New Zealand Gully Walk l

11)

Mining Heritage Walk

12)

The Waterbird (Schwenke’s Dam) Walk

13)

Greenbushes Pool Walk

14)

Greenbushes Heritage Amble
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Appendix 1

Appendix 2

Old Rectory Walk
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Appendix 3

Somme Creek Fitness Trail

Appendix 4

Bridgetown Town Heritage Walk
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Appendix 5

Wandoo Valley Walk
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Appendix 10
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Appendix 12
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Appendix 14

Greenbushes Heritage Amble
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