
 

 

 

Notice of an Ordinary Meeting of Council 

Dear Council Member 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes will be held on 
Thursday, 27 February 2025 in Council Chambers, commencing at 5:30 PM 

AGENDA 

  

Ordinary Council Meeting 

Thursday, 27 February 2025 

 

Arthur Kyron 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
Date: 24 February 2025 
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SHIRE OF BRIDGETOWN GREENBUSHES 

ITEM 1 OPENING OF MEETING 

Meeting to be opened by the Presiding Member. 

ITEM 2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the cultural custodians of the land on which we gather, the Pibulmun-Wadandi 
people. We acknowledge and support their continuing connection to the land, waterways and 
community. We pay our respects to members of the Aboriginal communities and their culture; and 
to Elders past and present, their descendants still with us today, and those who will follow in their 
footsteps. 

ITEM 3 ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Councillors  

Councillor T Lansdell Shire President 
Councillor S Mahoney Deputy President 
Councillor J Boyle 
Councillor M Christensen 
Councillor M Fletcher 
Councillor L Pearce 
Councillor T Pratico 
Councillor R Redman 
 
Council Officers  

Temporary Chief Executive Officer A Kyron 
Executive Manager, Infrastructure S Alexander 
Principal Project Manager M Gillham 
Executive Manager, Planning & Development L Guthridge 
Executive Manager, Community & Economic Development M Richards 
Executive Assistant E Reynolds 
 
Observers/Visitor 

Nil 

Apologies  

Nil 

Leave of Absence Previously Granted  

Nil 
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ITEM 4 ATTENDANCE OF GALLERY 

ITEM 5 RESPONSE TO PREVIOUS QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

Response to questions taken on notice at the 28 November 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting: 
 
B Bebbington 
Question 
There is reference in the Draft Local Planning Scheme No 6. to changes to R codes in commercial 
zones however they don’t seem to be on the map. 
 
Response after Notice 
The R-Code within the commercial zone is not currently annotated on the draft LPS 6 scheme maps 
but is referenced in the scheme text. However my advice is that it can be. The Planning and 
Development  (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 is absent on this requirement. It will be 
formally considered as a potential modification to the Draft LPS6 when a final report is presented 
to Council at a future meeting of Council. 
 
B Bebbington 
Question 
At the March 2023 Special Council Meeting. Council adopted the draft local planning scheme 6 as 
presented in the attachments, for advertising subject only to referral to the EPA and WAPC? 
Why wasn't the draft LPS as adopted by council the version which the shire advertised in the 
consultation? 
 
Response after Notice 
Following the March 2023 special Council meeting the adopted version of the draft scheme LPS6 
was referred to the EPA and the WAPC as per the resolution passed by Council and in accordance 
with the Planning and Development Act 2005 and Regulation 21 of the Planning and Development 
(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015. 
 
Subsequent to these referrals, the WAPC gave instruction (letter dated 20/12/2023) that 
modifications were to be made to the draft LPS6 and once completed then the Shire was to advertise 
the draft LPS6 in accordance with Regulation 22 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning 
Schemes) Regulations 2015. The EPA provided advice that it would not require formal assessment 
of the Scheme. 
 
The version of the draft LPS6 that was advertised is indeed different to the version that was adopted 
by Council at its March 2023 meeting. The regulations (administered through the WAPC) don’t 
require the modified version to be adopted a ‘second time’ by Council rather proceed to formal 
advertising.  
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ITEM 6 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

ITEM 7 PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

1. Representatives from Bridgetown-Greenbushes Friends of the Forest and the Blackwood 

Environment Society will present a petition to Council – “Petition to keep Greater Dalgarup 

Forest free of mining exploration”. 

 
2. The General Manager of Geegeelup Village will make a presentation to Council regarding the 

current status and future projects. 

ITEM 8 COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS BY PARTIES WITH AN INTEREST 

ITEM 9 APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

No matters for consideration. 

ITEM 10 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

10.1 Confirmation of Minutes: Special Council Meeting – 29 November 2024 

At the Ordinary Council meeting on 19 December 2024, the minutes from the Special Council 
meeting on 29 November 2024 were confirmed as accurate; as per council resolution OCM294-
24/25. However, they were incorrectly recorded as from an Ordinary Council meeting. The officer 
recommendation is to correct this error. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on the 29 November 2024 be confirmed 
as a true and accurate record. 
 

 

10.2 Confirmation of Minutes: Special Council Meeting – 19 February 2025 

At the Ordinary Council meeting on 6 February 2025, the minutes from the 19 December 2024 
meeting were confirmed as accurate (as per council resolution OCM 002-25), but they contained 
spelling and grammatical errors. The officer recommendation is to amend the resolution after 
correcting these errors in the 19 December 2024 minutes. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on the 19 December 2024 be confirmed 
as a true and accurate record subject to spelling and grammatical errors being corrected. 
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10.3 Confirmation of Minutes: Ordinary Council Meeting – 6 February 2025 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on the 6 February 2025 be confirmed as 
a true and accurate record. 

 

 

10.4 Confirmation of Minutes: Special Council Meeting – 19 February 2025 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on the 19 February 2025 be confirmed as 
a true and accurate record. 

 

 

ITEM 11 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION 

ITEM 12 NOTIFICATION OF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

Part 5, Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995 requires a member who has an interest in any 
matter to be discussed at the meeting to disclose the interest and the nature of the interest in 
writing before the meeting, or immediately before the matter is discussed. 

ITEM 13 QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS BY ELECTED MEMBERS 

ITEM 14 CONSIDERATIONS OF MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS 
BEEN GIVEN 

No matters for consideration  
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

Reports of Officers have been divided into Departments as follows:  

• CEO’s Office  

• Corporate Services  

• Development, Community and Infrastructure 

ITEM 15 CEO’S OFFICE 

15.1 A proposal to consider alternative arrangements for Ordinary Council Meetings, 
Question and Answer meetings, and Councillor Forums 

File Ref   

Responsible Officer Arthur Kyron, Temporary Chief Executive Officer 

Reporting Officer Arthur Kyron, Temporary Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments 1. Concept Forum Q&A OCM Agenda Calendar   

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Disclosure of Interest Reporting Officer: Nil 

 Responsible Officer: Nil 

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council  

1. Authorises the CEO to advertise a change in the Ordinary Council Meeting days to be the 
fourth Wednesday of every month at 5.30pm, and there to be no Ordinary Council 
Meetings in January 2026; and 

2. Advertises the establishment of Question and Answer meetings, open to the public, on 
the third Wednesday of every month at 5.30pm, and there to be no Question and Answer 
Meetings in January 2026; and 

3. Adopts the WALGA model standing orders, order of business, for Council agendas and 
minutes. 

 

 
MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION 

This report proposes changes to the Ordinary Council Meeting (OCM) days by moving the meetings 
from the current fourth Thursday of the month to the fourth Wednesday of the month. It also 
formalises the establishment of a Question and Answer (Q&A) meeting, open to the public, on the 
third Wednesday of the month. In addition, the report proposes holding a briefing forum on a 
monthly basis on the second Wednesday of the month. The forums are for Elected Members to be 
able to receive briefings from staff and to engage policy and strategic planning deliberations. Finally, 
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the report recommends a change in the agenda order of business be adopted in order that Council 
aligns with the model Standing Orders.  

BACKGROUND 

Thursday evening Ordinary Council Meeting (OCM) present problems for staff who have 
responsibility to produce the minutes of decisions. The minutes of Council meetings are usually not 
completed and checked by the end of business on Fridays and are most times not ready for 
publication until either late Monday or Tuesday the week after. There appears to be a number of 
reasons for this: 

1. The time to produce the minutes is restricted to one business day, Friday, which is usually 
insufficient time and results in the production time being delayed because of the weekend 

2. Actions arising from the OCM decisions are limited by the intervening weekend 

3. Rework of minutes is often required 

 

COMMENT  

The capacity for Elected Members to make evidence-based decisions is, amongst other elements, 
dependent on the accuracy and timeliness of OCM agendas and minutes. 

Council must meet important requirements in decision making, such as: 

• Legislative obligations 

• Evidence based reports and decision making 

• Accurate record of Council decisions 

• Council staff actions arising from decisions 

• Meeting community expectations 

• Appropriate use of Council resources 

• Accuracy and timeliness of actions resulting from Council decisions 

In order to ensure the minutes of Council decisions are timely and accurately reported it is proposed 
to allow additional time for the staff to produce the minutes by the Friday of the OCM.  

Proposal 1: Change the day of the OCM to the fourth Wednesday of the month at 5.30pm instead 
of the present arrangements of the fourth Thursday. This will allow two business days for the 
minutes to be completed, sent to the Elected Members and posted on the Council website by Friday 
afternoon. Wednesday seems to be the OCM day for some SW councils.  

The change will be beneficial in meeting our requirements and obligations as a local government.  

Other supporting actions are also required to address the variable accuracy and timeliness of 
minutes: 

• Training for staff in agenda and minute preparation 

• Training for staff in the preparation of evidence-based reports and recommendations  

• Training for staff in the agenda and minute preparation software 

• Clearly documented processes for agendas and minutes 
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Proposal 2: Introduce a Question and Answer (Q&A) meeting to be held on the third Wednesday of 
the month at 5.30pm. This meeting will be open to the public, who can only ask questions about the 
agenda items. Councillors can also use the forum to ask questions.  

The Q&A is not to be used to debate or make decisions on the agenda items. The purpose of the 
meeting is to clarify and improve understanding of the items for decision for the benefit of the 
Elected Members and the public. 

The format of the agenda is the same as the OCM agenda. The difference is, agenda items are not 
moved, seconded or decided. Where a report is required to be changed, because of issues or points 
for clarification raised at the Q&A meeting, the intervening period between the Q&A and the OCM 
will be used to make the changes. The modified report will then be issued for the OCM. 

Proposal 3: Hold a briefing forum or workshop on the second Wednesday of the month at 5.30pm. 
The forum is closed to the public except where an item for discussion is to be decided on at a future 
OCM. The intent of the forum is to make it possible for open and frank discussion of matters that 
may affect the Shire.  

Diagrammatic representation of the flow of meetings 

(Some months will have 5 Wednesdays) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal 4: Change the order of business in the OCM agenda. The current order of business in the 
Bridgetown-Greenbushes Council agenda is not aligned to the WALGA model Standing Orders (SO). 

The current order of business in the Shire’s SO is below: 

1.     Attendance, Apologies and Leave of Absence 

2.     Attendance of Gallery 

3.     Response to Previous Questions Taken on Notice 

4.     Public Question Time 

5.     Petitions/Deputations/Presentations 

6.     Comment on Agenda Items by Parties with an Interest 

7.     Applications For Leave of Absence 

8.     Confirmation of Minutes 

9.     Announcements by the Presiding Member Without Discussion 

10.     Notification of Disclosure of Interests 

11.     Questions on agenda items by elected members 

12.     Consideration of Motions of which Previous Notice has been given 

13.     Reports of Officers 

2nd Wednesday 

Councillor 
Forum 

5th Wednesday 

Free 

4th Wednesday 

OCM 

3rd Wednesday 

Q&A 

1st Wednesday 

Free 
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14.     Consideration of Standing Committee recommendations 

15.     Receival of Minutes from Management Committees 

16.     Urgent Business Approved by Decision 

17.     Responses to Elected Member Questions Taken on Notice 

18.     Elected Members Questions with Notice 

19.     Notice of Motions for Consideration at Next Meeting 

20.     Matters Behind Closed Doors 

21.     Closure 

The current Shire SO, order of business seems to have sections that are unclear as to the purpose. 
The model SO order of business is clear and the sections self-explanatory. 

The model SO, order of business is below: 

1. Declaration of opening/announcement of visitors 

2. Announcements from the presiding member 

3. Attendance 

3.1 Apologies  

3.2 Approved leave of absence 

4. Declaration of interest 

5. Public question time 

5.1 Response to previous public questions taken on notice 

5.2 Public question time 

6. Applications for leave of absence 

7. Confirmation of minutes 

8. Presentations 

8.1 Petitions 

8.2 Presentations 

8.3 Deputations 

8.4 Delegates' reports 

9. Method of dealing with agenda business   

10. Officer reports 

11. Motions of which previous notice has been given 

12. Motions from members without notice 

13. New business of an urgent nature introduced by decision of the meeting 

14.  Meeting closed to public 

14.1 Matters for which the meeting may be closed 

14.2 Public reading of resolutions that may be made public  
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15. Closure 

Council can decide to change the order of business and does not require advertising. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act 1995 

Part 5 deals with the administration of the local government, Council meetings, committees and 
their meetings and electors meetings– Administration and more specifically: 

Division 1 s.5.2 – Administration of local governments 

Division 2, Subdivision 1 – Council Meetings 

s.5.3 – Ordinary and special council meetings 

s.5.4 – Calling Council meetings 

s.5.5 – Convening council meetings 

s.5.22 – Minutes of council and committee meetings 

s.5.23 – Meetings generally open to the public 

s.5.24 – Question time for public 

s.5.25 – Regulations about council and committee meetings and committees 

Local government (Administration) Regulations 1996 

Part 2 refers to Council and committee meetings, more specifically 

r.5, 6, 7 – Question time for public 

r.11 – Minutes, content of 

r.12 publication of meeting details 

r.13 – Publication of unconfirmed minutes of meetings 

Standing Orders Local Law 

Clause 3.2 – Order of Business 

Clause 3.3 – Public Question Time 

Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries: 

• Guide to the Preparation of Agendas and Minutes 

• Local Government Operational Guidelines Num er 5 – Council Forums 

• Local Government Operational Guidelines Number 3 – Managing Public Question Time 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

G 6 - Public Question Time 

G 23 - Concept Forums 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 

13 Proactive, visionary leaders who respond to community needs. 

14 Effective governance and financial management. 

14.1 Achieve excellence in organisational performance and service delivery. 

14.2 Improve real and perceived value for money from Council rates. 

15.1 Engage the community in a meaningful and timely way using appropriate communication 
and consultation channels. 

15 A well informed and engaged community. 

13.1 Strengthen leadership and advocacy. 

CORPORATE BUSINESS PLAN 

Nil 

LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN  

Nil 

ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANS  

Nil 

WORKFORCE PLAN  

Nil 

RISK MANAGEMENT  

Nil 
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ITEM 16 CORPORATE SERVICES 

16.1 1. Monthly Financial Report January 2025 
2. List of Accounts January 2025 

File Ref   

Responsible Officer Peter Dittrich, A/Executive Manager Corporate Services 

Reporting Officer Gail Aldridge, Finance Manager 

Attachments 1. Monthly Financial Report - January 2025   
2. List of Accounts - January 2025   

Voting Requirements Simple Majority 

Disclosure of Interest Reporting Officer:  

 Responsible Officer:  

  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council : 

1. Adopts the January 2025 Financial Activity Statements 

2. Receives the January 2025 List of Accounts 

 

 
IN BRIEF 

The purpose of the report is for Council to Receive and Adopt: 

1. The January 2025 Financial Activity Statements. 

2. The January 2025 List of Accounts. 

There has been a delay in receiving grant income from the LRCIP programme and Roads to Recovery 
as the audited returns were not completed in a timely manner last calendar year. The required 
returns and reports are expected to be lodged by the first week of March 2025. The Shire’s cash 
flow remains in a stable position, however the delay in grant receipts will have an impact on interest 
earnings which will be taken into account in the Budget Review process. 

 

The report, at note 2, highlights the variance between actual and budget year to date. The timing 
differences are as a result of the adopted budgeted income and expenditure. It should be noted that 
at the April 2024 OCM Council resolved (OCM 008-23/24) to purchase a residential property funded 
by reserve transfer. The purchase was completed in July, however it was not included in the 2024/25 
Budget. This will be corrected in the Budget Review. 

 

 The Shire is currently  in a sound financial position as it commences the budget review.  
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MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION 

Regulation 34 of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 (the Regulations) 
requires a local government to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on 
the sources and applications of its funds. The regulations also require that where a local government 
has delegated to the Chief Executive Officer the exercise of its power to make payments from the 
municipal and trust funds, a list of those accounts paid in a month are to be presented to the council 
at the next ordinary meeting (Regulation 13).  

BACKGROUND 

In its monthly Financial Activity Statement, a local government is to provide the following detail:  

a) annual budget estimates, taking into account any expenditure incurred for an additional 
purpose under section 6.8(1)(b) or (c) of the Local Government Act;  

b) budget estimates to the end of the month to which the statement relates;  

c) actual amounts of expenditure, revenue and income to the end of the month to which the 
statement relates. 

d) material variances between the comparable amounts referred to in paragraphs (b) and (c); 
and  

e) the net current assets at the end of the month to which the statement relates.  

 

Each of the Financial Activity Statements is to be accompanied by documents containing:  

a) an explanation of the composition of the net current assets of the month to which the 
statement relates, less committed assets and restricted assets;  

b) an explanation of each of the material variances referred to in sub-regulation (1)(d); and  

c) such other supporting information as is considered relevant by the Local Government.  

 

The information in a statement of financial activity is to be shown according to nature and type 
classification.  

The Financial Activity Statement and accompanying documents referred to in sub- regulation 34(2) 
are to be:  

a) presented at an ordinary meeting of the council within 2 months after the end of the month 
to which the statement relates; and  

b) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is presented.  

Where the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to make payments 
from the municipal fund or the trust fund, Regulation 13 requires that a list of accounts paid by the 
CEO is to be prepared each month showing for each account paid:  

a) the payee’s name; and  

b) the amount of the payment; and  

c) the date of the payment; and  

d) sufficient information to identify the transaction.  
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The list of accounts is to be:  

a) presented to the council at the next ordinary meeting of the council after the list is 
prepared; and  

b) recorded in the minutes of that meeting. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Local Government Act 1995 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 

Section 6.4 (Financial Report) and Section 6.8 (Expenditure from municipal fund not included in 
annual budget) of the Local Government Act 1995, and Regulations 13 (List of Accounts) and 34 
(Financial activity statement report) of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 
1996 apply.  

Regulation 35(5) of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations requires a local 
government to adopt a percentage or value to be used in statements of financial activity for 
reporting material variances. Council when adopting its 2022/23 budget resolved as follows:  

“C.07/0823 That Council for the financial year ending 30 June 2024 adopt a percentage of plus or 
minus 5% at nature classification level to be used for reporting material variances of actual revenue 
and expenditure in the monthly financial reports. The exception being that material variances of 
$10,000 or less are nonreportable”. 

The attached financial activity statements provide an explanation of material variances in 
accordance with resolution C.07/0823. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 

14 Effective governance and financial management. 

CORPORATE BUSINESS PLAN 

Nil 

LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN  

Nil 

ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANS  

Nil 

WORKFORCE PLAN  

Nil 
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RISK MANAGEMENT  

There are no risk areas identified according to Policy RM 1 – Risk Management, as Council have been 
asked to receive the reports only and no further decision of Council is required. 
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ITEM 17 COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

No matters for consideration  

ITEM 18 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

No matters for consideration  

ITEM 19 INFRASTRUCTURE 

No matters for consideration  

ITEM 20 RECEIVAL OF MINUTES FROM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES 

No matters for consideration  

ITEM 21 URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY DECISION 

ITEM 22 RESPONSES TO ELECTED MEMBERS QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 

No matters for consideration 

ITEM 23 ELECTED MEMBERS QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

ITEM 24 NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING 

ITEM 25 MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS (CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS)    

No matters for consideration  

ITEM 26 CLOSURE 

The Presiding Member to close the meeting. 


