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FEATURING 

Workshops | Author Q&A | Long table dinner  

23-26 JANUARY 2021 



      Program Words in the Valley 2021   

For more information or to book contact the Bridgetown Visitor Centre - 9761 1740 
Online bookings: visit bridgetown.com.au and click Events 

 

Words in the Valley is supported by Writing WA with funding provided by the State Government through the  
Departments of Primary Industries and Regional Development, and Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. 

Saturday 23 January  
1:00pm Workshop with Steve Heron: 
Writing Real and Unreal in Kids Books | 
Bridgetown Library | Workshop for adults on 
writing for kids. Learn about creating genuine 
Australian children’s voices and techniques for 
writing conflict and comedy. $15pp 
 
3:30pm Workshop and Talk with Monique 
Mulligan:  Breaking Up With Your Book | 
Bridgetown Library | In this editing workshop, 
participants will learn why Monique broke up 
with her debut novel Wherever You Go and 
how it led to a new and improved relationship 
with her writing. $15pp 
 
6:00pm Drinks, Nibbles and Q&A Session 
with the authors—Donna Mazza, Monique 
Mulligan, Steve Heron and Sarah Evans | 
The Rabbit Hole | Mingle with festival authors 
and hit them with questions about their books, 
or writing, researching, editing and publishing 
generally. $30pp 
 

Sunday 24 January  
10:00am Workshop with Donna Mazza: How 
to Spot an Australian Gothic  | Bridgetown 
Library | Ever wondered why Australia's 
literary characters often find themselves doing 
battle against nature? Even where there is a 
sense of connection with the landscape there 
is also often a threat. Dive into the 
subterranean world of the Australian Gothic 
with and see what's lurking out there in the 
literary shadows. $15pp 

 
1:00pm Workshop with Bill Gordon: Bush 
Poetry - Theme, Rhyme & Metre | 
Bridgetown Library  | Learn techniques to 
create your own bush poetry. $15pp 
 
3:30pm Workshop with Steve Heron: 
Growing Your Writing Wings (for anyone 
aged 9+) | Bridgetown Library | Making your 
fiction writing shine! Learn how to “show not 
tell” and how to realistically write about 
emotions. Based on Steve’s middle-grade 
novel Maximus, set in Busselton. $15pp 

6:00pm Dinner & Workshop with Monique 
Mulligan: Eat My Words* | Freemasons 
Hotel  
Learn the essential ingredients for writing 
about food and “cook up” a scene or two of 
your own, while enjoying a long table dinner 
inspired by the Around the World Supper Club 
in the novel, Wherever You Go. $55pp (not 
included in $100 workshops ticket) 
 

Monday 25 January  
10:00am Workshop with Donna Mazza: 
Speculative Fiction in Your Backyard  | 
Bridgetown Library  | Get your pens out and 
your eyes open because you never know when 
you might spot a great “what if” around the 
corner. Australian speculative fiction is on the 
rise and our landscapes make the perfect 
setting for brewing up a great story. Explore 
strategies for taking your “what if” and turning it 
into a short story or novel. $15pp 
 
1:00pm Workshop with Mary Elgar: Writing 
Histories for Others to Enjoy | Bridgetown 
Library | After moving to Bridgetown in 2015, 
Mary recorded residents’ oral histories and 
used these and other recordings to produce 
her book A Mere Country Village. Learn how to 
use diaries, oral histories, photos and family 
recollections to compile entertaining and 
informative narratives. $15pp 
 
3:30pm Workshop with Sarah Evans: Once 
Upon a Time: Crafting Short Stories 
Bridgetown Library  | A fun and interactive 
workshop using prompts, writing exercises and 
the world around you to help stimulate the 
creative juices and unleash the storyteller 
within. $15pp 
 
7:30pm Bridgetown Ghost Tour | Old Police 
Station Museum | This interactive tour of 
approximately an hour showcases 
Bridgetown’s history after dark. Commences 
and ends at the Old Police Station Museum on 
Hampton Street. $8pp 
 
 

Tuesday 26 January  
8:00am Australia Day Breakfast | 
Bridgetown Swimming Pool | Free 
community event and breakfast. Includes 
citizenship ceremony and Australia Day 
Awards. 
 
11:00am Workshop with Sarah Evans: 
Memoir - Mine Those Memories to Feed the 
Muse | Bridgetown Library | Memories are a 
writer’s unique resource. Whether you are 
writing fact or fiction, these gems can enrich 
your writing by adding colour, depth and 
emotion to an otherwise pedestrian piece of 
work. Explore basic writing techniques and tips 
on how to tackle memoir writing without getting 
bogged in the details. $15pp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets & pricing 
Each workshops is $15pp per workshop, or 
participate in all workshops (*excluding dinner 
event on 24 Jan) for $100pp.  
Welcome Q & A $30.  
Monique Mulligan Dinner Event $55pp. 
Bridgetown Ghost Tour $8pp.  
 
Accommodation 
Limited bookings available. In partnership with 
Freemasons Hotel. Includes 3 nights 
accommodation, meals and weekend tickets.  
Standard Room with ensuite $330 per 
person in twin share (single supplement $100).  
Additional children $250 each. 
Standard Room with shared bathroom $300 
per person in twin share (single supplement 
$70). Additional children $250 each. 
 
Bookings 
To book tickets and accommodation click 
Events from the Bridgetown.com.au homepage 
(or visit bridgetown.com.au/words-in-the-valley-
readers-writers-festival) or drop into the 
Bridgetown Visitor Centre. 

Event Tickets & 
Accommodation 


